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"THE OTHER CHEEK"

by Pfc. Thomas E. Dunk

In recent years, especially since the unconditional surrender of Japan to the
United States,

many

missions have been erected by religious denominations on the three

ma.in Japanese home islands, and scores of missionaries have arrived to direct

and

propagate

Christian activities and functions among, what was at one time, a nation of pagan people.
On December 28, 1948, Jacob DeShazer, a member of the Free Methodist Missions,
arrived in Yokohama., accompanied by his family, and took residence in a small apartment in
the southern pa.rt of the city of Osaka.

Jacob DeShazer had been to Japan before, but

under entirely different conditions, and Yi.th an entirely different objective in mind.
But his previous visit cannot be depicted in a few words, since the events leading to his
return to Japan span a period of several war-time years.
Jacob DeShazer enlisted in the United States
auto mechanic.

Army Air

Force on March 1, 1940 as an

In March 1941
. he was . assigned to McCord Field, Washington, where he under-

went training
as bombardier.
.

.

Earning his bombardier wings on January 1, 1942, Cpl. De..;

Shazer was assigned to the 17th Bombardment Group, commanded by General Jimmie Doolittle.
The
17th Bombardment Group was. one
of the few outfits equipped with the B-25 type aircraft,
.

.

considered one of the best bombers the Air Force had at that time.

Plans were in progress

for a surprise r~id on the Japanese capital of Tokyo, and General Doolittle was selected to
head the raiders.

To find the men most capable for participating in such a mission,

General Doolittle called for volunteers, warning the men of the dangers involved in such
.a mission.

Cpl. DeSbazer immediately offered his services, and was assigned to the mission

as a bombardier.

The ~olunteers wer~ sent to Florida, where they received. orientation and

details of the mission.

For the next thirty days, the men continuously practiced carrier

take-offs and low-altitude bombing.

In April, 1942, Yi.th training completed and detailed

arrangements perfected, the small group set to sea aboard an aircraft carrier, apprehensive
of what the future held in store for them.
On April 18, with the morning sun glittering on the waves of the ocean, the men

began final preparations for the raid.

Original plans were carefully arranged and coordina:ti?d

so that in the evening the carrier would be within four hundred miles of the main Japanese
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island of Honshu, allowing the bombers to take off at dusk, fulfill their mission with the
aid of the curtain of night, and arrive safely on an Allied airfield in China the following
morning.
But fate disrupted this strategy. With the carrier approximately eight hum.red miles
from Japan,
and four
hundred miles from its destination, a small Japanese fishing boat
.
.
suddenly appeared.

Perceiving that other enenzy- vessels in the vicinity might sight the

carrier and radio a warning to the shore batteries, the ship commander deemed it necessarythat General Doolittle and his men began operations immediately, to assure the safety of
the carrier.
Taking off ten hours before the scheduled 11 zero hour," the raiders held their rendezvous over the Japanese capital in broad daylight, in one of the most daring episodes reThe B-25 1 s reached the Sea_of Japan shortly after

corded in the annals of World War II.
dusk, and continued on course to China.

However, it was impossible for them to reach t~eir

destination that night because of bad weather and lack of communication between the bombers
and the proposed airfield.
With total darlmess prevailing, the raiders hovered in the sky until their fuel
supplies were exhausted, forcing the crew members to hit the silk rather than crash land
with the ship into the obscure earth below.
Bailing out and landing safely, DeShazer was separated from his crew members and,
because of the prevailing darkness, he considered it impossible to locate them until daybreak.

Finding a small shed, he took shelter inside and attempted to rest while planning
.

his next move.
the small shed.

I

But the early morning brought two uniformed men along the p:Lth leading to
Gripping his forty-five, DeShazer recalled a remark that was made while the

men were being oriented in Florida:

"The only way to distinguish between the Japanese

and the Chinese is--the Chinese smile more."
Relying on this greatly over-rated statement he greeted the two men, asking if they
were Japanese or Chinese, and received in reply, "Chinese," which temporarily set him at
ease.

Intermingling the English language with vigorous motions resembling sign language,

he was able to hold a humorous form of conversation with the strangers.

But a few minutes

later, the warm sensation of safety was transformed into the cold fear of danger when he

-3sighted eight armed men walking toward his temporary dwelling.

Assuring him that they

were also Chinese, - the lead.er of the group invited Deshazer to join them . at their camp,
several miles away.

Although ill-at-ease, he accepted their hospitality.

Greeted warmly

by camp officials, DeShazer soon recovered his feeling of security and accompanied ·the
'

officials to dinner.
Following a hearty meal, several of the hosts began to question DeShazer about his
sudden visit to central China, the quaint dwelling in which he was residing and his strange
nationality.

Refusing to disclose any information, he was enlightened by the officials

that he was . prisoner of the Japanese B.I'lJ\Y and would be removed to Tokyo.

To his surprise,

DeShazer was reunited with his crew mates and the members of another B-25, who had met the
same fate he had.

Now numbering seven, the men boarded a plane for Tokyo, where they were

to be tried as war criminals and sentenced to death.
Arriving in Tokyo, the-- airmen
received a taste of the kind of treatnwmt they would
.
endure for the next forty months. But not all of them would be tortured for so long a period.
Three men were placed before the firing squad during their brief stay in Tokyo, and another
was to die of starvation sixteen months later, while in solitary confinement in the prison
at Nanking, China.

In mid-June, following days of torture, am the execution of three of

the men the remaining four received clemency from the Japanese emperor and were given
"lenient" sentences of life imprisonment.
Returned to China, the men were imprisoned in Nanking where they were placed in
solitary confinement and denied the privilege of seeing or speaking to one another.

For the

next thirty-four months Jacob DeShazer was confined under the worst possible conditions.

He

suffered from lack of food, lack of sunshine, and shivered in a constantly cold, damp cell.
Filled with bitterness and hatred, he often caused disturbances and fought with the prison
guards. Because of weakness from the prevailing conditions, he was badly beaten in every
outburst.
Shortly after DeShazer's friend, Bob Meder, a co-pilot with the raiders, died from
starvation, the prison officials began to take pity on the remaining three men.
official, Captain Kato, gave DeShazer a Bible.

One such

The first reading matter he had seen in

-4almost two years, DeShazer eagerly devoured the contents of every thin page of the Bible
and was amazed and fascinated by its contents.

After reading the Bible through once, he

reread it five times, analyzing every sentence-every phrase.
The Bible brought about a transition in the emotions of Jacob DeShazer, convincing
him that the only way to end all hatred and prejudice, am thus create an everlasting

peace, is through the help of God.

Although suffering from constant beatings and lack or

food, Jacob DeShazer rejoiced in his newness of spiritual life.

The heart that was once

filled with hatred for the prison guards was now filled with loving pity and in the
following months he became acquainted with a guard named Misaka.

DeShazer 1 s friendly re-

lationships with Misaka were rewarded by the guard's kindness.
At last, on August 20, 1945, after forty long months of irnprisonment, freedom came.
American paratroopers dropped near the prison and released the prisoners from their cells •
.After being flown back to the United States, the three survivors were placed in
hospitals, where they slowly regained their physical strength.

Upon release from the

hospital, DeShazer was promoted to the grade of Staff Sergeant and discharged several
months later.
DeShazer entered Seattle Pacific College, where he majored in theology, with the
intention of returning to Japan to teach the Japanese people the way to salvation.

He met

another theological student, Florence Matheny, while atte:rxling college and on August 29, 1946,
they were married. When Mr. and Mrs. DeShazer had completed their course in theology, they
joined the Free Methodist Mission and received permission to establish a mission in Japan.
Arriving in Japan on December 28, 1948, the DaShazers and their sixteen-month-old
son, Paul Edward, made their residence in a second floor apartment in the southern sector
of Osaka.

Groceries, fresh vegetables, and clothing are purchased by the DeShazers through

the Overseas Sales Stores, while gasoline is purchased through the Overseas Auto-mobile
Service.
On March 1 of this year, the Reverend DeShazer had a very welcome and unexpected
guest.

s.

Misaka, former guard at the Japanese prison in Nanking, and DeShazer 1 s best

friend while he was in prison, learned that the missionary was living in Osaka, inunediately
closed his grocery shop in Hiroshima Prefecture and came to Osaka to visit the man he had

)

befriended.

Misaka was very surprised to find DeShazer in good health, recalling that he

was covered with approximately seventy open sores when he was released. from prison.
When asked what had prompted him to return to Japan, the Reverend DeShazer remarked,
"I believe that a Christian world means a peaceful world.

I returned to Japan as a mis-

sionary-my objective is to make Christ known to the Japanese people."
Eventually, the DeShazers hope to construct a mission, but at the present services are
held in their apartment.

Aside from the evening services in their home, DeShazer lectures

to groups of people in the vicinity of Osaka.

John Maekawa, who is helping DeShazer master

the Japanese language,
acts as interpreter, revealing to the people in Japanese what DeShazer says in English.
When questioned as to future plans, the Reverend DeShazer replied, "I believe that
we have a life-time job here in Japan.

Therefore we must become accustomed to the

Japanese way of living and acquaint ourselves with the Japanese language."

